U2   DOCUMENTS, AND  THBIE  SCIENTIFIC  EXAMINATION.
form of handwriting, and this is the more noticeable
as the type of writing tends to become fixed with the
advance of years. Alterations due to temporary influoncen
then largely disappear, and the writing usually become**
more unconscious. Instances of the close resemblances
between the writing of parents and children will be found
in the article in Knowledge cited above, and these could
be widely extended by other instances within the writer*H
experience.
Yet, although writing, if left to develop in a normal
manner, will show definite characteristics, these may bo
considerably modified by such factors an conscious or
unconscious imitation. For example, certain mauneriHmH,
at first consciously adopted, tend to become fixed by
habit, and ultimately a feature of the normal writing,
This is well illustrated by the influence of the writing
master in schools, which was responsible for the no-called
" Civil Service hand," and the writing which was con-
sidered fashionable for ladies in early Victorian days.
A good instance of the effect of a business writing school
is shown in Fig. 42, which was sent to the author by the
late Mr. W. Kinsley, of New York. Each line wan
written by a different person.
Each age and each country also tends to have its own
distinctive forms of writing, and, within certain limit**,
the general style in use will affect the writing of the*
individual. As an example of this influence reference
may be made to the characteristics of modem Egyptian
writing, as cited by Lucas,1
Apart from this, the  influence  of strong  emotion,
such as grief or terror, or extreme nervousness, may
1 Forensic Ohemutry, 1021, p. 08,